
Everyone knows Aly Michalka as half of the superstar
sister act, Aly & AJ. But this summer, the 20-year-old
sidelines her sis for a role in the teen dramedy Bandslam
(out Aug. 14). Shining as the unpredictable Charlotte
Barnes—she ditches the cool crew for a geeky, musical
genius—Aly’s a total scene-stealer (look out for her
amazing cover of the Cheap Trick song “I Want You To
Want Me”). But Aly & AJ fans shouldn’t worry about the
sibling sensation splitting: The pair’s putting out their
third CD this fall. Aly fills us in on her rockin’ role—and her
secret celeb crush. 

FEAR FACTOR Talk about life imitating art: Aly wouldn’t
mind taking a cue or two from her character, Charlotte.
“I’m not a risk-taker, so I would really love to be completely
fearless like Charlotte. She’s more like, ‘Hey, you know
what? It may not work out, but I’m going to put myself on
the line and try.’”
YOUR BIGGEST FAN Characters in Bandslam look up to
rock legends like David Bowie. So who does Aly admire? “I
love U2, Radiohead and Heart. Not only am I inspired by
their music, but also what they’ve done for the music
industry and how they treat their fans.”
FUN TIMES When they weren’t filming, the cast—including
HSM’s Vanessa Hudgens, Friday Night Lights’ Scott Porter,
and newcomer Gaelan Connell—bonded in Austin, Texas.
“We went nuts with laser tag. We played Rock Band every
single night—six or seven of us would cram into someone’s
room. We went to Willie Nelson concerts, and we had 
dinner at a bunch of sushi restaurants. We also went to
this movie theater where you could eat dinner and watch
a movie [at the same time]. We had a blast!”
ROCK ON In their upcoming album, Aly & AJ unleash their
inner rockstars. “My fave track, ‘Say Hello,’ is very high-
energy, very rock. It has a great hook and the chorus is
fun. It’s that song you sing when you’re at a concert,
jumping up and down and moshing in a huge crowd.”
TEAM EDWARD Which smokin’ star’s got Aly swooning—
at least from afar? “Rob Pattinson. He was great in 
Twilight, and really nailed it as a vampire. He looked like
one, he acted like one and he was cool. He had that great
air about Edward that I think is hard to find in young
actors today. He played it really well.”
BATTLE OF THE BANDS Bandslam builds up to a killer
competition featuring powerhouse rock performances
and a singing smackdown. Who would Aly & AJ want to
go up against in a similar sing-off? “The Jonas Brothers. It
would be like a battle of the sexes!”
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GL’s crushin’ on…Lucas Till

When Lucas Till trotted up as cowboy Travis in Hannah Montana: The Movie
(out on DVD Aug. 18), he rode off into the sunset with our hearts. Now he’s
stealing scenes in Taylor Swift’s vid for “You Belong With Me,” and shines in
the inspirational drama, The Lost & Found Family (out on DVD Sept. 29).

TOTALLY TRAVIS? “I’m satisfied with
very simple things like Travis, but 
I am a little more forward with girls.
If I like you, I let you know.”

COMIC RELIEF “I love doing imper-
sonations—I used to do Sean 
Connery, and I can do Jackie Chan.”

GROWING PAINS “When I was a 4-
foot-11 freshman, I almost got into a
scuffle with a junior guy who was
just a little bit taller than me. For
almost two years, he and his group
of friends would make fun of me
because they were all bigger. [But
that stopped] by sophomore year
when I grew five inches. It frustrated
me so much then, but it’s hilarious 
to me now that this 5-foot tall guy
would pick fights with a kid who was
two years younger than him!”

LOVE LESSONS “I don’t like to chase
[girls]. If I have a goal, I want to take
the quickest route to reach it. But
lately, I’ve learned to spend more

time with the chase because it
makes it more enjoyable—and keeps
me from getting bored.”

MILEY VS. TAYLOR “Working with
each of them was a different experi-
ence. Miley is a lot of fun, but it’s
crazy. She’s just on all the time. With
Taylor, you can walk in any day and
have a good time because she’s so
relaxed, mature and sweet. She’s not
bad to look at, either. I think [I’d be
most likely to date] Taylor.”

EASYGOING GUY “I get out of the
shower [and go]. I don’t put a lot of
product in my hair, I just dry it with a
towel. I’m not high-maintenance.” 

SURF’S UP! “I went surfing a couple
weeks ago. The water was freezing! 
I felt like someone was banging on
my feet with hammers—that’s how
cold it was. My fingers and toes
were numb for like 30 minutes. But it
was a life-changing experience and 
I can’t wait to go back out.” 

“
”

I was one of those people in
high school who was friends
with everybody. I was friends
with the goth kids, the drama
club, some of the popular kids
and the jocks. I loved making
friends with everybody, and 
I think that’s the best way to
go through high school. You 
never know all the experiences
you’ll have just by reaching 
out to somebody.
— Jordin Sparks, 19, whose sopho-
more CD, Battlefield, is out July 21

CELEBS! 
They’re just like you!
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Destroy All Cars
by Blake Nelson, Viking, $20

James Hoff turns his extreme-leftist political humor
into crazy essays. His teacher, “the Cogster,”
recognizes and encourages James’ talent despite 
his wacky writing topics. Through LOL journal

entries and essays, we find someone who cares about his causes
and his girl. We experience how unforgettable first love is from a
guy’s perspective. Ultimately, James is rejected, but we absolutely
fall for this cynical, wry, misunderstood, to-die-for hero.

Recipe for Disaster
by Maureen Fergus, Kids Can Press, $19

Francie Freewater’s freshman year couldn’t be 
better—a BFF, a crush and a thriving baking biz.
Then new-girl Darlene shakes things up, stealing
her crush and her BFF and dashing Francie’s 

dream of hosting her own food show. Yet the right mix can fix 
a bad cookie batch, which is what happens when Francie meets 
Lorenzo, the totally hot celebrity baker who can help launch 
her career and wants to marry her one day. Unfortunately, you
have to be careful in the kitchen so you don’t get burned!

MuSt rEaD



The Clique: Diss and Make Up
Ehmagawd! The book series is now a DS game
(available August). Take on “new girl” status, then
tackle tricky sitches to gain popularity, a new
wardrobe and entry into the Pretty Committee.

Degrassi Goes Hollywood
The gang is back for a brand new star-studded adven-
ture, heading for the hills to score parts in a fictional
musical. Featuring cameos from celebs like Pete
Wentz, the two-hour movie debuts Aug. 7 on The N.

Gossip Girl 
Spotted: Our fave Upper East Siders returning for a
third juicy season Sept. 14. Will Chuck and Blair
finally get together? We’re dying to know! Spent
last year on Mars? Season 2 lands on DVD Aug. 18.

Paper Heart
Does true love really exist? Charlyne Yi embarks on a
nationwide search to find out—ironically falling for
Michael Cera along the way. This quasi-documentary
sheds new light on modern romance. Out Aug. 14.

Wizards of Waverly Place
Transform into your fave wiz-in-training with this
new DS game out August. Cast spells and partici-
pate in mini-games to acquire special skills. Lots
of fave show spots and new storylines to explore.

Sean Kingston: Tomorrow
The 19-year-old “Beautiful Girls” charmer returns
with his sophomore album Aug. 25. Pop it in while
getting ready for your first school soirée—particu-
larly the dance-worthy single “Fire Burning.”

Colbie Caillat: Breakthrough
The fact that this singer/songwriter’s sophomore
album drops Aug. 25 makes us all bubbly. With catchy
beats and lyrics (we love “Falling” and “You Got Me”),
you’ll be singing along all school year.

Miley Cyrus Live In Concert
She’s just being Miley! The teen sensation’s new
Wal-Mart apparel line launches in August, then
she’s hitting the road with brother Trace and Metro
Station starting Sept. 14 in Oregon.

MuSt LiStGl’s
Carter Twins
Double the fun. Zach and Josh—19-year-old twins—
might give Taylor Swift a run for her money. The
country cuties’ single “Heart Like Memphis” melts 
our heart. Catch their debut album Aug. 18.

Post Grad
Unemployed and living with her kooky fam was not
Ryden’s post-college plan. Can she get it together and
find the right guy before she loses her sanity? The
comedy, starring Alexis Bledel, hits theaters Aug. 21.
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6 things you have 
to know about

David
Henrie

We all know that David Henrie plays big bro Justin
Russo on Wizards of Waverly Place (and the upcom-
ing Wizards of Waverly Place: The Movie, premiering in
August). But did you know he dreams of singing on
stage one day and is best buds with his little brother
(and fellow actor) Lorenzo? Read on for more deets on
this dreamy dude—and why you might not see him on
a roller coaster anytime soon.

He’s a prankster. “Jake T. Austin [who plays little bro Max
Russo] and I were messing around in one scene. He was
supposed to have cupcakes in his hand. And on one of
the takes, I shoved one in his face. That was funny!” 
He hearts Broadway musicals. “I would love to be in
Wicked. It was so good. We were just listening to the
soundtrack in the car. Glinda was my favorite character.” 
He’s not a neat-freak. “My bedroom’s a lost cause—as
long as I can get on my bed and sleep, I’m good. But I
haven’t seen my floor in months. I don’t know what color
it is. Actually, I don’t know if it’s wood, vinyl or carpet.” 
He flips for fro-yo. “Ice cream is too heavy for my 
stomach. Frozen yogurt is perfect—you get the exact
craving you want and you don’t feel gross afterward.” 
He’s his bro’s biggest fan. “My little brother is in Star
Trek. He’s the Vulcan who bullies young Spock. I loved it
so much, I saw it a couple times. It was so good.” 
He’s got a, uh, sensitive stomach. “When I was 9, 
I went on my first roller coaster with my dad at Knott’s
Berry Farm. It was amazing, but after I got off, I immedi-
ately threw up all over my dad. And I’ve never been on 
a roller coaster since…I’m just kidding!”



15 minutes with…

f you loved Kat Dennings in Nick
and Norah’s Infinite Playlist, you’ll
heart her even more in Shorts (in
theaters Aug. 21). We caught up with
Kat to get the scoop on her new
role—and her funky…rock collection! 

GL: Tell us a little bit about Shorts.
Kat: It’s about a kid named Toe who finds a
magic rock that grants wishes. I play Toe’s
older sister, Stacey. What happens when
she gets her wish is pretty hilarious.
What’s your favorite thing about Stacey? 
She loves making her little brother’s life
miserable just for fun. I was the youngest
in my family, so I got picked on. [Playing
her] was almost like living a childhood fan-
tasy. I got to boss someone else around! 
If you had one magical power, what
would it be and why?
The power of healing seems useful. 
And maybe flying, but I might get a little
nauseous if I had to fly everywhere.
Gadgets play a big role in this movie.
What’s one gadget you can’t live without?
My iPod. I’m sure a lot of people say that,
but if I couldn’t listen to music on planes, 
I would go completely bananas.
What’s your favorite song on your iPod?
“Daylight,” by the band Matt and Kim. It’s a
really awesome song—catchy and melodic.
I think all the girls out there would love it.
You were home-schooled growing up.
How was that?
I did something a little unconventional with
my education. I’d take one subject and 
just finish it to graduation level. I actually
remembered things and it made it go faster. 
My favorite subject was math. I know no
one likes math, but I loved it!

If you could give one tip on how to break
out of your shy shell this school year,
what would it be?
I was very shy when I was growing up, so 
I completely understand. Don’t worry about
what others think is cool. Don’t try to dress
or act like somebody else. Just try your best
to do—and wear—things that make you
happy. Be proud of yourself.
What’s your favorite book?
Alice in Wonderland. It’s so beautiful, compli-
cated and dreamlike—it’s my go-to book
when I am feeling less than awesome.
What freaks you out the most?
I’m really scared of dumb horror movies. And
it’s a silly thing to be scared of because
they are so not real. Like Child’s Play—it’s so
stupid and obviously fake, but it ruined my
life. To this day, if I see a tiny doll, I freak out.
Spill one random fact about yourself.
I’ve been collecting minerals for about three
years. They are just very pretty and fasci-
nating. I’d rather buy minerals than clothes!

I
Kat Dennings

Demi Lovato
Before hitting the road with David Archuleta, Demi Lovato (who
turns 17 on Aug. 20) gave us the inside scoop on some of her
most personal songs from her second album, Here We Go
Again, out July 21. 

For The Love Of A Daughter “It’s about my relationship with
my biological father. I wrote it with William Beckett [from The
Academy Is…]. Being able to write with him was incredible.”
Shut Up and Love Me “I wrote ‘Shut Up and Love Me’ with
John Mayer. I was always posting that I was listening to him.
And then, he reached out [to me on Twitter]!” 
Every Time You Lie “Most of the album is about things I went
through. But ‘Every Time You Lie’ is about a friend’s breakup.
She told me her situation, and then I wrote about it.”
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